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appearing before the commission held in England
to inquire into the affair. Raleigh ends his account:
" So Sir Richard died, and what became of his
body, whether it were buried in the sea or on
land, we know not: the comfort that remaineth
to his friends is that he hath ended his life honour*
ably in respect of the reputation he has won to
his nation and country, and that being dead he
hath not outlived his own honour/'
These great deeds have made the names of the
sailors household words. Less well known,
perhaps, are the equally adventurous men who
travelled by land. Here again England was trying
to find how; she might trade more^easily with the
Far East, especially with China. She wanted
pepper, which was very expensive, costing about
^4 a pound in present-day money, and she needed
spices of all kind. Trade across the land was very
expensive and dangerous, as robber bands would
lie in wait for the caravans, and the Turks made
all goods going through their country pay very
heavy taxes.                                   ^
So while the seamen tried to find a passage
round the northern seas the Elizabethan travellers
tried to find new ways to reach China by land, and,
if possible, also new countries with which to
trade. One of the most enterprising of these men
was Anthony Jenkinson. He set off in 1558,
and went to the Caspian Sea. There, with a great
train of a thousand camels, he started on his way
to Bokhara. He reached it safely, and found there